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Andreas F. Lowenfeld, international economic law, oxford university, press, 2002.

Kamal Hammad, International sanctions and international law, lectures to PHD section, at CEDS, Paris, 2023.

Kamal Hammad, multilateral diplomacy in international and regional organizations, lectures to master’s section, Islamic
university in Lebanon, Beirut, 2026.
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Abstract:
Dr. Imad Mohammad Alghousaini

Throughout history, humanity has endured a continuous cycle of conflict, much of which has escalated into existential global
threats. The early twentieth century marked a pivotal shift as warfare transcended regional borders, culminating in the Second
World War—one of the most devastating events in human history. In response to this unprecedented destruction, a global
movement emerged advocating for peaceful resolution, the cessation of hostilities, and a world order anchored in public
international law and human rights, eventually codified in the United Nations (UN) Charter.

To uphold these principles, the UN Charter established specific mechanisms for maintaining stability, most notably the
sanctions regime under Chapter VII. However, in contemporary practice, several major powers have bypassed this
multilateral framework to impose unilateral sanctions on nations they perceive as threats. Furthermore, strict prohibitions on
nuclear proliferation—as seen in the cases of Iran and North Korea—remain a central focus of international security.

This research examines the legal distinction between collective sanctions mandated by the UN Security Council (such as
those previously applied to Iraq and South Africa) and unilateral sanctions imposed by individual states against entities like
the Russian Federation, Syria, and Iran. Drawing on reports from international humanitarian organizations, this study argues
that such unilateral measures often bypass international legitimacy and inflict significant physical and psychological harm
on civilian populations rather than the targeted regimes. The research concludes that states must adhere strictly to the UN
Charter, asserting that sanctions issued outside the Security Council’s authority constitute a violation of public international
law. Ultimately, the study advocates for a return to multilateralism and the rejection of the threat of force to ensure global
peace and security.
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